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giving the name of New Edinburgh to a long peninsula
closing in the harbour on the north. This they soon
made into an island by digging a deep cutting to let in
the sea. The land on this peninsula was extraordinarily
fertile and "full of stately trees fit for all uses, and of
pleasant birds". The harbour was estimated to be capable
of " containing a thousand of the best ships in the world".

They had not been more than three days at Caledonia
Bay before there arrived a canoe containing a French-
man, two French half-castes, and four Amerindians, be-
sides decked canoes (periaguas) with various Indian chiefs
on board. The news of the Scottish invasion of Darien
spread with great rapidity through the West Indies,
alarming and enraging the Spaniards and causing equal
consternation amongst the English governors of the West
India Islands, who forthwith issued proclamations against
the Scottish venture as hostile as though they had emanated
from Spain herself. The Amerindians, however, received
the colonists with great demonstrations of friendship.
Most of their chiefs bore Spanish names; and although
they complained bitterly of Spanish raids on their pro-
perty and on their women, they seemed to be living in
considerable prosperity. They were even able to prove
in a convincing manner that there were numerous cente-
narians amongst them, one old woman claiming to be
120 years old. " We were assured that it was common
among them to live to 150 or 160 years of age, yet it is
observed that those who converse often with the Euro-
peans and drink their strong liquors are of short life.*'

The colonists entered into a treaty with the most im-
portant of the local chiefs, a man named Diego, who
had 3000 fighting men under his command and was at
war with the Spaniards. Diego's men helped to repulse